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READING 1
SPAM MESSAGING
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Question 1-6: Decide if the following questions are True, False or Not give
1. In China, SPAM text messaging is a successful business.
2. People's phone numbers are collected through the use of technology which can not be readily bought.
3. In no other country do people receive more Spam texts than in China.
4. In 2013, the number of Spam texts increased considerably to reach 300 billion.
5. The majority of all texts received in Shanghai and Beijing are SPAM.
6. In 2011, Americans sent more texts than anywhere else in the world.


READING 2:
First test to predict Alzheimer's
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Questions: 
Choose the correct letter A-C
1. The test can predict Alzheimer's ………
A. two or three years before the illness begins.
B. two or three years form the start of the symptoms.
C. a decade before.
2. This test is the first blood test which can …………
A. cure Alzheimer's
B. estimate the start of the disease
C. diagnose the disease.
3. Mapstone believes that…………
A. this test will help people understand Alzheimer's
B. people want to know about their health
C. people want to power.
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SPAM, as every user of mobile phones in China is aware to their infense
annoyance, is a roaring trade in China. Its delivery-men drive through residential
neighbourhoods in “text-messaging cars”, with illegal but easy-to-buy gadgetry
they use to hijack links between mobile-phone users and nearby communications
‘masts. They then target the numbers they harvest, blasting them with spam text
‘messages before driving away. Mobile-phone users usually see only the wearisome
results: another sprinkling of spam messages offering deals on flats, investment

advice and dodgy receipts for tax purposes.

Chinese mobile-users get more spam text messages than their counterparts
anywhere else in the world. They received more than 300 billion of them in 2013, o
close to one a day for each person using a mobile phone. Users in bigger markets
like Beijing and Shanghai receive fwo a day, or more than 700 annually, accounting
for perhaps one-fifth to one-third of all texts. Americans, by comparison, received
an estimated 4.5 billion junk messages in 2011, or fewer than 20 per mobile-user for

the year—out of a total of more than two trillion text messages sent.
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The world’s first blood test to predict Alzheimer’s disease before symptoms occur
has been developed. The test identifies 10 chemicals in the blood associated with
the disease two to three years before symptoms start, but it might be able to predict
Alzheimer’s decades earlier.

Globally, 35 million people are living with Alzheimer’s. It is characterised by a
toxic build up of amyloid and tau proteins in the brain, which destroys the
neurons. Several blood tests can diagnose the disease, but until now, none has had

the sensitivity to predict its onset.

But with no treatments available, would anyone want to take these tests? Mapstone
says “In my experience, the majority of people are very interested to know whether
they will get Alzheimer’s. They believe that knowledge is power — particularly
when it comes to your own health. We may not have any therapy vet but there are
things we can do - we can get our financial and legal affairs in order, plan for
future care, and inform family members.”




